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BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR AND
KNOCK ....
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Even if history carries them through the ages, there are themes that nev-
er run out. Alongside the martyrdom of conscience and solemn assump-
tions of human rights, freedom of conscience remains a perennial theme
precisely because we have not understood it deeply, permanently and fully.
Our actions and the attitudes of society as a whole show us that this con-
cept, even when we claim to understand it, remains an inner space in which
there is a struggle between silence and confession, between compromise
and verticality, between genuine love and love that is only a sham.

We live in a world of spiritual alienation and ideological pressures, a
world of conflict. In such a world, freedom of conscience is not just a legal
notion, but is in fact an essential benchmark for understanding what qual-
ifies us as,sons of God”. As Scripture teaches us, in Romans 2:14-15, con-
science is an inward force that transcends the written law:, For the Gentiles
who have no law do by nature the things of the law; by this they who have
no law are their own law” demonstrating that freedom of conscience is a
revealed native value and not merely a modern legislative construct.

In this context we must understand, above any perspective, that in
the deep space of conscience man is face to face with God and himself, con-
science being what St. John Chrysostom also said, the light of our soul and is
that mirror that can not be covered, nor lied too long without consequences”.

This year’s conference, organized in a global context in which val-
ues are negotiated and truths are relativized, is a call to responsibility, the
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reflections published in the volumes of the academic conference generat-
ing genuine challenges by undetlining that freedom of conscience is the
foundation of human rights. The consistency of the organization of these
events reminds us that we are not allowed to give up on the ideal of edu-
cating the human being not only according to rational norms, but also as
a free, responsible spirit capable of moral discernment. We are basically
being warned that education that ignores conscience risks becoming mere
indoctrination, and that justice without conscience is merely a formal ap-
plication of a set of conventionally accepted rules.

The event organized annually by the Conscience and Freedom Asso-
ciation makes us realize that to speak today about freedom of conscience is
no longer a philosophical luxury or a mere debate about abstract legal norms,
but it is a moral, cultural and civic urgency. Through the theme and the vo-
cations brought together - theological, philosophical and juridical - the con-
ference expresses the conviction that dialog is possible, and that conscience is
not only a personal value but a common resoutce, not relativism but respon-
sibility, not isolation but assumption. It is our mission, each of us individually
and all of us together, to keep this space of inner freedom alive, to promote
and protect it through law, education and personal example.

In an increasingly divided world, freedom of conscience remains a
bridge between people, cultures and generations, a consequence of our rela-
tionship with God. It is practically the foundation on which we can build rel-
evant education, just justice and lasting peace. It is increasingly evident that
a society that ignores this value becomes vulnerable to manipulation, polar-
ization and extremism thus demonstrating that freedom of conscience is a
moral foundation of a society aspiring to genuine justice and lasting peace.

Moving beyond the Kantian perspective, which regards conscience
»as an inner tribunal before which our thoughts and actions are judged
by reason’, moving beyond the philosophy proposed by John Stuart Mill
whereby we are warned that,freedom of speech and thought is necessary
not to protect convenient truth, but to enable error to be freely and publicly
combated” - I turn in the end of this short essay to the biblical text from
Revelation 3: 20 ,Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him” - a text that emphasizes
the divine respect for human free will.

Let us therefore remain faithful to this perspective offered by divin-
ity and realize that it is in the silence of our conscience that our definition
in our relationship with God and with our fellow human beings is decided.
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Chiar daci istoria le poartd printre veacuri, existd teme care nu se epui-
zeazi niciodati. Alaturi de martiriul constiintei si asumairile solemne ale
dreptului omului, libertatea de constiinti rimine o temi perend tocmai
pentru ci nu am inteles-o profund permanent si deplin. Faptele noastre,
atitudinile de la nivelul intregii societiti ne arati ci acest concept chiar si
atunci cind declarim ci il intelegem riméne un spatiu interior in care se
dio lupté intre ticere si marturisire, intre compromis si verticalitate, intre
iubire autentici si iubirea mimata.

Triim intr-o lume a aliendrii spirituale §i a presiunilor ideologice,
intr-o lume a conflictului. Intr-o astfel de lume, libertatea de constiintd nu
este doar o notiune juridici, ci reprezinti de fapt un reper esential pentru a
intelege ce ne califici ca,fii de Dumnezeu”. Asa cum ne invati Scriptura, in
Romani 2:14-15, constiinta este un for interior care trancede legea SCrisd :
,Cici neamurile care nu au lege, fac din fire lucrurile legii, prin aceasta ei,
care n-au lege, isi sunt singuri lege” demonstrind ci libertatea de constiinta
este o valoare nativi revelati si nu doar o constructie legislativi moderni.

In acest context trebuie si intelegem, mai presus de orice perspecti-
v, ci in spatiul din ad4ncul constiintei omul se afld fatd in fatd cu Dumne-
zeu si cu sine Insusi, constiinta fiind ceea ce sustinea si Sfintul Ioan Guri
de Aur ,luminitorul sufletului nostru si este acea oglindi care nu poate fi
acoperitd, nici mintiti prea mult timp fird consecinte”.

Conferinta de anul acesta, organizati intr-un context global in care
valorile se negociazi si adevirurile se relativizeazi, se impune ca o chemare
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la responsabilitate, reflectiile publicate in volumele conferintei academice ge-
nerind provociri autentice subliniind ca libertatea de constiinti este funda-
mentul drepturilor omului. Consecventa organizirii acestor evenimente ne
aminteste ci nu avem voie si renuntim la idealul educirii fiintei umane nu
doar conform normelor rationale, ci si ca un spirit liber responsabil si capabil
de discernimint moral. Suntem practic atentionati ci educatia care ignord
constiinta risci si devini doar indoctrinare, iar dreptatea firi constiinti este
doar o aplicare formald a unui set de reguli acceptate conventional.

Evenimentul organizat anual de Asociatia Congtiintd si Libertate
ne determini sa realizam ca a vorbi astizi despre libertatea de constiinti
nu mai este un lux filosofic sau o simpla dezbatere despre normi juridici
abstractd, ci se impune ca o urgentd morala, culturali si civic. Prin tema
si vocatiile reunite — teologice, filosofice si juridice — conferinta exprima
convingerea ci dialogul este posibil, iar constiinta este nu doar o valoare
personali, ci o resursi comuni, nu inseamna relativism ci responsabilitate,
nu inseamn3 izolare ci asumare. Este misiunea noastri, a fieciruia in parte
sia tuturor Impreuni si pastrim viu acest spatiu al libertitii interioare, si-1
promovim si si il protejim prin lege, educatie si exemplu personal.

Intr-o lume tot mai divizats, libertatea de constiingi riméane o punte
intre persoane, culturi si generatii, rimine o consecintd a rela’giei noastre cu
Dumnezeu. Este practic temelia pe care putem construi o educatie relevanta,
o justitie dreapti si o pace durabild. Este din ce in ce mai evident ca o societa-
te care ignori aceastd valoare devine vulnerabili la manipulare, polarizare si
extremism demonstrind astfel ci libertatea de constiinti reprezinti un fun-
dament moral al unei societiti care aspiri la justitie autentici si pace durabili.

Depisind perspectiva kantiani, care priveste constiinta ,ca un tri-
bunal interior inaintea ciruia gindurile si actiunile noastre sunt judecate
de citre ratiune’, trecAind dincolo de filosofia propusi de John Stuart Mill
prin care suntem avertizati ci,libertatea cuvintului §i a gindirii este nece-
sard nu pentru a proteja adevirul convenabil, ci pentru a permite erorii si
fie combituti in mod liber i public” — m3 indrept in finalul acestui scurt
eseu citre textul biblic din Apocalipsa 3:20,]Iati, Eu stau la usi si bat, daci
aude cineva glasul Meu si deschide usa, voi intra la el” — text care scoate in
evidenti respectul divin pentru libera vointd umana.

Si rimanem deci fideli acestei perspective oferite de divinitate i si
realizim ci in ticerea constiintei, se decide definirea noastri in relatia cu
Dumnezeu si cu semenii nostri.



