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The terrorist attack of September 11 ushered in a new era for the inhabi-
tants of the global village. Hitherto confined to a domestic event, terrorism
has engulfed the entire world in its vortex.' The recent outbreak on Octo-
ber 7, 2023 has inflamed nations with the resurgence of anti-Semitism on
an unprecedented scale.

The radicalization of extremist ideologies - diversified, decentrali-
zed, disseminators of Fake News” - on the one hand; and the strengthening
of individualism as a result of the relativization of moral absolutes?, on the
other hand, require the evaluation and repositioning of strategies for the
education of the young generation in the appropriation of universalist, pe-
rennial values - a very difficult itinerary, if we take into account the pattern
of social relations: the volatilization of parental control; lack of respect for
authority; and disdain for the law and social conventions of coexistence.

Holding the educational institution solely responsible for the moral
and behavioral incoherence of society would be nothing other than to hide

1 https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/ ; Accessed September 25, 2024.

2 http://www.google.com/search?q=Strategic+Intelligence+ Assessment ; Accessed
September 25,2024,

3 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/ S0167268122003584 ; Acces-
sed September 25, 2024.
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the role of the other actors in the formative process: the family*, the eccle-
siastical institution and above all, the media.

In an increasingly borderless world, caught in the grip of globaliza-
tion®, in which local culture and tradition are drowned in the new avatar
of ,post-...” modernity, and in which the three identity landmarks (gender,
national and religious identity) are constantly being eroded, what should
be the direction of educational strategy? The social approach models tested
over the last decades offer a mix of opportunities coupled with significant
bottlenecks.

The transcultural model, a.k.a. cosmopolitanism, aims to decul-
turalize ethnic markers and mestize them - those compatible for a gene-
ral pattern - into a new single cultural fabric.® Thus, according to Roy L
Brooks, it will no longer be a case of integrating cultural minorities into
a mainstream, but of melting them into a global cultural identity. Except
that experience continues to show that these groups do not accept to give
up most of the givens of their own identity in order to redefine themselves
in a new, gray identity.”

The multicultural model does not propose a single mainstream, but
any number of mainstream in which the group will maintain its racial and
ethnic distinctiveness. In multiculturalism, there is not a single,,cultural ca-
non’, but a multitude. Roy Brooks likens them to a,salad,” with each group
receiving equal respect and cultural legitimacy. But this model fools globa-
lism and undermines unity. Experience shows that refugees, like minority
groups in any given country, cling to their identity and refuse assimilation.
Inherent cultural discord is a never-ending source of tension, turning mul-
ticulturalism into,Babylon.

4 loan-Gheorghe Rotaru,“Familia—loc hirizit de Dumnezeu pentru formarea caracte-
rului” (,Family - God’s place for character formation”), Argesul ortodox X, 2011, nr.514,
p-5.

5 Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Globalization and its effect on religion’, in Jurnalul Libertdtii
de Constiinta (Journal for Freedom of Conscience), Mihnea Costoiu, Livin-Bogdan Ciuci,
Nelu Burcea (eds.), Les Arcs, France, Iarsic, vol.1, no. 1, 2014, pp.532-541.

6  https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/ content/view/5B-
55522977C801E22E382EF7E1E76824/S0392192124000051a.pdf/ transculturati-
on_and_the_porosity_of_cultures_fernando_ortiz.pdf ; Accessed September 25, 2024.
7 Brooks, A., ,Reconceptualizing representation and identity: Issues of transcultura-
lism and transnationalism in the intersection of feminism and cultural sociology’, in T.

Edwards (Ed.), Cultural theory: Classical and contemporary positions, 2007, pp. 183-211.
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The intercultural model, common for the modern era (e.g. the coha-
bitation of the Sephardic group in Poland), in which understanding and
deep respect for all cultures reigns, has proved functional, as a result of
the derivation of diverse traditions from Judeo-Christian culture. But with
the multiracial amalgamation of heterogeneous cultural backgrounds, di-
flerences in identity breed friction and rejection.

Until such time as the architects of the educational strategic® directi-
on project the model of the ideal society of ,functional unity in diversity’, it
is the role of the Church’ to instill in the minds of the individual the only
proven principle capable of changing ,Babylon” into an Edenic projection,
namely ,to love one’s neighbor as oneself”. And, if the measure of ,self” also
proves to be self-centered, limiting and discriminatory, to raise the bar to
the ideal measure'®:,,as I have loved you” (John 13:34).

8  Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Current Values of Education and Culture’, in Proceedings
of the 23th International RAIS Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities, August 15-
16, 2021, Princeton, NJ, United States of America, pp. 87-92.See also: Ioan-Gheorghe
Rotaru, “Valences of Education’, in Proceedings of the 23th International RAIS Confer-
ence on Social Sciences and Humanities, August 15-16, 2021, Princeton, NJ, United States
of America, pp. 190-196.

9  Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Misiunea Bisericii in societate” (“The mission of the Church
in society”), Timotheus — Incursiuni Teologice Tematice 4 (2), 2017, pp. 57-76; See also:
Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Biserica lui Dumnezeu, sursa unui Réu al Vietii si al Vin-
decirii” (,The Church of God, Source of a River of Life and Healing”), Argesul or-
thodox, 2012, X1, no.564, p.5.

10 Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Triieste si tu dupd modelul lui Iisus Hristos !” (Live in
the model of Jesus Christ). Argesul ortodox (The Orthodox Arges), XI, 2012, no.562,
p.5; See also: Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Precum Eu v-am iubit pe voi, si vi iubiti unul
pe altul " (As I have loved you, that you love one another”). Argesul ortodox (The
Orthodox Arges), IX, 2010, no. 467, p.7.
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Atacul terorist din 11 septembrie a inaugurat o noud epoci pentru locuito-
rii satului global. P4ni la acea dati limitindu-se la un eveniment domestic,
terorismul a cuprins in vortexul siu intreaga lume'. Recentul puseu din 7
octombrie 2023 a inflamat natiunile prin resurgenta anti-semitismului la
o scard fird precedent.

Radicalizarea ideologiilor extremiste - diversificate, descentralizate,
diseminatoare de Fake News?® -, pe de o parte; si potentarea individualis-
mului ca urmare a relativizirii absoluturilor morale?, impun evaluarea si
reagezarea strategiilor privind educatia tinerei generatii in aproprierea valo-
rilor universaliste, perene — un itinerariu foarte anevoios, daci tinem seama
de pattern-ul relatiilor sociale: volatilizarea controlului parental; lipsa de
respect al autorititii; si dispret pentru lege si conventiile sociale de convie-
tuire.

Responsabilizarea exclusivi a institutiei de invitimant pentru inco-
erenta morald si comportamentali ale societitii n-ar fi altceva decit esca-

1 hetps://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/ ; Accesat la 25.09.2024.

2 http://www.google.com/search?q=Strategic+Intelligence+ Assessment ; Accesat la
25.09.2024.

3 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268122003584 ; Accesat
la 25.09.2024.
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motarea rolului pe care il au ceilalti actori ai procesului formator: familia?,
institutia eclesiastici si deasupra tuturor, media.

Intr-o lume tot mai mult firi granite, prinsi in detenta globaliziri®,
in care cultura si traditia locald sunt inecate in noul avatar al modernititii
~post-...; si in care cele trei repere identitare (identitatea de gen, cea nati-
onald si cea religioasi) sunt constant erodate, care ar trebui si fie directia
strategiei educationale?

Modelele de abordare sociali, testate in ultimele decade, oferi un
mix de oportunititi dublate de blocaje semnificative.

Modelul transcultural, alias cosmopolitanismul, isi propune decul-
turalizarea markerilor etnici si metisarea lor - a acelor compatibili pentru
un model general - intr-o noui tesiturd culturald unici® Astfel, conform
lui Roy L Brooks, nu va mai fi cazul de integrare a unor minorititi culturale
intr-un mainstream, ci topirea lor intr-o identitate culturali globali. Nu-
mai ci experienta continul si demonstreze ci aceste grupuri nu accepti si
renunte la cele mai multe din datele propriei identititi pentru a se redefini
intr-o identitate gri, noud.’

Modelul multicultural nu propune un singur mainstream, ci oricite
mainstream-uri, in care grupul isi va mentine distinctia rasial §i etnici.
In multiculturalism, nu existi un ,canon cultural” unic, ci o multime. Roy
Brooks le compari cu o ,salatd’, fiecare grup primind respect egal si legiti-
mitate culturali. Modelul acesta insi pacileste globalismul si compromite
unitatea. Experienta aratd ci refugiatii, ca de altfel grupurile minoritare
dintr-o tard datd, se tin cu toate bridele de identitatea lor si refuzi asimila-
rea. Inerentele discordante culturale constituie o sursid nesfirsitd de tensi-
uni, transformand multiculturalismul in,babilonie”,

4 loan-Gheorghe Rotaru,“Familia—loc hirizit de Dumnezeu pentru formarea caracte-
rului’;, Argesul ortodox X, 2011, nr.514, p. 5.

5 Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Globalization and its effect on religion’, in Jurnalul Libertdtii
de Constiinta (Journal for Freedom of Conscience), Mihnea Costoiu, Livin-Bogdan Ciuci,
Nelu Burcea (eds.), Les Arcs, France, Iarsic, vol.1, nr. 1, 2014, pp.532-541.

6  https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/ content/view/5B-
55522977C801E22E382EF7E1E76824/S0392192124000051a.pdf/ transculturati-
on_and_the_porosity_of_cultures_fernando_ortiz.pdf ; Accesat la 25.09.2024.

7 Brooks, A., ,Reconceptualizing representation and identity: Issues of transcultura-
lism and transnationalism in the intersection of feminism and cultural sociology’, in T.

Edwards (Ed.), Cultural theory: Classical and contemporary positions, 2007, pp. 183-211.
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Modelul intercultural, comun pentru epoca moderni (e.g. coabita-
rea grupului sefardic in Polonia), in care domneste intelegere si profund
respect pentru toate culturile, s-a dovedit functional, ca urmare a derivirii
diverselor traditii din cultura iudeo-crestini. Odati insi cu amalgamarea
multirasiald cu proveniente culturale eterogene, diferentele identitare intre-
tin frictiuni i respingere.

Pini cind artizanii directiei strategice educationale' vor proiecta
modelul societitii ideale, de ,unitate functionali in diversitate’, Bisericii ii
revine rolul® de a risidi in mintea individului singurul principiu dovedit
capabil si schimbe ,babilonia” intr-o proiectie edenici, anume de,a iubi pe
aproapele ca pe sine insusi”. Iar, daci si misura lui,sine insusi” se dovedeste
egocentricd, limitativa si discriminatorie, si ridice stacheta la misura idea-
13%:,,asa cum v-am iubit Eu pe voi” (Ioan 13:34)

1 Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Current Values of Education and Culture’, in Proceedings
of the 23th International RAIS Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities, August 15-
16, 2021, Princeton, NJ, United States of America, pp. 87-92. Vezi si: Ioan-Gheorghe
Rotaru, “Valences of Education’, in Proceedings of the 23th International RAIS Confer-
ence on Social Sciences and Humanities, August 15-16, 2021, Princeton, NJ, United States
of America, pp. 190-196.

2 Ioan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Misiunea Bisericii in societate’, Timotheus — Incursiuni Teo-
logice Tematice 4 (2), 2017, pp.57-76. Vezi si: loan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Biserica lui Dum-
nezeu, sursa unui R4u al Vietii si al Vindecirii”, Argesul orthodox, 2012, XI, nr.564,
p-5.

3 Joan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Triieste si tu dupd modelul lui Iisus Hristos ", Argesul
ortodox, XI, 2012, nr.562, p.5; Vezi si: Joan-Gheorghe Rotaru, “Precum Eu v-am
iubit pe voi, si vi iubiti unul pe altul V', Argesul orthodox, IX, 2010, nr. 467, p.7.



