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Religious freedom is a divine gift, a blessing for people, and there are
areas or countries where it is preserved in an appreciated manner, where
this concept is very well promoted and where state institutions defend the
concept of religious freedom. But we can also find places where religious
freedom suffers, areas or countries where just because someone says they
are a Christian they suffer, they can go to prison or even risk being killed.
There are areas where things are right and against that background life can
flow, religious freedom is valued, people can worship as they see fit without
being disturbed in the act of their worship, and there are unfortunately pla-
ces around the world where there are very serious problems with religious
freedom.

Looking back in history, religious freedom has brought something,
an added value, it has been a factor of progress. When people think freely,
and then when this free thinking is linked to their relationship with God,
this also has an impact on society, and from an economic point of view,
from a social point of view, relationships benefit. Today we are at a cross-
roads in the whole world in this respect, and the Covid 19 crisis, or the post
Covid crisis, the war in nearby Ukraine, the Israel - Hamas conflict, tense
international relations, show a certain shortcoming of the last period of
time. It seems that the strongly democratic states have not dealt so intensi-
vely with this element that brought them progress.

The Covid crisis has raised questions about religious freedom. What
is happening in Ukraine, the fact that two sister churches have different
philosophies, brings religious freedom back into the spotlight. States with
strong majorities, without reference to a particular religion, but states in
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which a particular religion is extremely strong show intolerance towards
other states, even if they are going through crises, and this is felt.

From the point of view of Christianity, what does religious freedom
bring? Religious freedom for us as Christians and for this world brings the
fulfilment of the Saviour’s mandate: Go into all the world and discover
your relationship with me, that you may prepare people for the kingdom
of heaven. The fact that there are intolerant states affects the proclamation
of God’s Word, which also has an impact on the churches' impact on their
mandate and calling. This tension will not have an immediate, quick solu-
tion, and the solution could be in a crystallization of those who fight again-
st the curtailment of religious freedom and surely human society will be
faced with a choice as such. Naturally there should be a constant concern
to promote not only nationally but also internationally religious freedom
through human rights experts, through all kinds of instruments, conferen-
ces, written works, interventions at the highest levels, as well as through an
educational concern, starting from the family, church and school.
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Libertatea religioasd este un dar divin, o binecuvintare pentru oa-
meni, fiind zone sau tiri unde se conservi intrOo manieri de apreciat, unde
se promoveazi foarte bine acest concept si unde institutiile statului apird
conceptul libertitii religioase. Putem descoperi, insd si locuri unde liberta-
tea religioasi are de suferit, zone sau tiri unde doar daci cineva spune ci
este crestin are de suferit, putind ajunge la inchisoare sau chiar poate risca
ca si fii omorit. Sunt zone in care lucrurile sunt potrivite si pe fundalul
acesta viata poate si curgd, libertatea religioasa este apreciati, oamenii se
pot inchina cum considerd, fird si fie deranjati in actul inchinirii lor, si
sunt din nefericire locuri de pe glob unde sunt probleme foarte grave in
privinta libertitii religioase.

Privind in istorie, libertatea religioasd a adus ceva, un plus valoare,
aceasta fiind un factor de progres. Omul cind gindeste liber, iar apoi cAnd
aceastd gindire liberd este legatd de relatia sa cu Dumnezeu, fapt ce se
rasfringe si asupra societitii, iar din punct de vedere economic, din punct
de vedere social relatiile au de cistigat. Astizi ne aflim la un moment de
cumpdni in intreaga lume din punctul acesta de vedere, iar criza Covid 19,
sau criza post Covid, rizboiul din apropiere din Ucraina, conflictul Israel -
Hamas, relatii internationale tensionate, aratd o anumiti lacuni a ultimei
perioade de timp. Se pare ci statele puternic democratice nu s-au mai ocu-
pat atit de intens de acest element care le-a adus progresul.

Criza Covid a ridicat anumite semne de intrebare cu privire la liber-
tatea religioasi. Ceea ce se intdmpla in Ucraina, faptul ci doua biserici su-
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rori au filosofii diferite, aduce din nou pe tapet libertatea religioasi. Statele
cu majorititi puternice, firl a face referire la 0 anumiti religie, insa statele
in care o anumiti religie este extrem de puternici manifestd intoleranti
fatd de celelalte state, chiar daci trec prin situatii crizi si lucrul acesta se
simte.

Din punct de vedere al crestinismului, ce aduce libertatea religioasi
? Libertatea religioasi pentru noi, in calitate de crestini si pentru lumea
aceasta aduce implinirea mandatului Mantuitorului: Mergeti in toati lu-
mea si descoperiti relatia cu Mine, pentru a pregiti oameni pentru Imp3-
ratia cerurilor. Ori, faptul ci existd state intolerante acest fapt afecteazi
vestirea Cuvantului lui Dumnezeu, fapt ce se risfringe si la impactul bi-
sericilor privind mandatul si chemarea acestora. Tensiunea aceasta nu va
avea o solutie iminent3, rapidi, iar solutia ar putea fi intr-o cristalizare a
celor care luptd impotriva restringerii libertatii religioase si sigur societatea
umand va fi pusi in fata unei alegeri ca atare. In mod normal ar trebui s fie
0 preocupare constanti in a promova nu doar la nivel national, ci i la nivel
international libertatea religioasi prin intermediul expertilor din domeniul
drepturilor omului, prin tot felul de instrumente, conferinte, lucriri scrise,
interventii la cele mai inalte nivele, precum si printr-o preocupare educati-
vi, care pleacd din familie, biserici si scoal.



